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Tranfpiration of this Tree, as of all other (Trees) where-
in the {ame thing is to be found, as I have had the Ho-
nour to prove, in {peaking of the Sycamore the laft year.

1 have defired that they would let me have fome of
the firlt Fruits of this Tree, in order to be entirely con-
vinced that its Nature is altogether that of the Walnut-
tree.

I fhall endeavour, one day, to publith a Syftem for ex-
plaining thefe Slafhes, as well as thofe of all other Plants

in general.

~——

V. An Abfirall of a Letter, wrote [ome time fince,
by Signior John Ciampini of Rome, to Father
Bernard Jofeph a Jefu Marta, &c. concerning
the Asbettus, and manner of [pinning and mating
an incombuflible Cloath thereof.

Fter fome account. of the Name of the Asbeffus Stone,

he mentions four forts, of which he has Specimens

in his Mufeun. The firft fent him from Corfica or Corfa,
long, of a woody form, of half a palm length and more,
of a whitith colour, fomething inclining to a reddith.
The fecond of a Silyerith Lead colour, fofter and fhorter,
about three inches, this. was from  Seftri di Ponente in
Liguria. The third (which is the worft of all ) is like
Scales or Lamine one upon-another ("as he reprefents it
likean Onion) of a blackifh earth colour, with {ome
white, black and dark red veins interfperfed, {carce two
parts of an inch Roman long, therefore fitter for making
of Paper, than {pinning or weaving. The fourth fort,
given him by Signior Boccone, found in the Pyreneans,

fome whereot were a Roman Palmiong ; itsfilaments, tho
long
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longer, were yet thicker and rougher s he fays alfo, that
ke heard of another fort in Volateranis Moniibus.

Then quoting fome paffages out I Pliny Diofcorides,
and other Aathors that have mentioned this Stone, and
the Cloath made of it, he touches upon the {uppofed ufe
thereof for the wickes of Sepuichral. -Lamps, and from
fome experiments concludes it unfii for that purpofe, he
always finding tlie wiekes made of it to go out, and not
attract or continue up the oy! for the flame.

Next he tells us, he keptit for 3 weeksin a Glafs-houfe
fire, but found it unaltered 5 but it would not preferve a
ftick wrapt in it from the fire 5 whence he<concludes the
Anriantus lofes nothing in the fire, becaufe it does not
burn nor flams 5. but in " the handling it waltes, thd not
much, as he found by an exatt ballance.

Laftly, he proceeds to thew the manner of fpinning it,
which he tryed-thus 5 firlt he lsid the Stone in Water (if
warm the better) for fome time to {oak, then it is opened
and divided with the hands, that the Earthy parts
may fall out of it, which are whitifh like Chalk, and
hold the thready parts together; this makes the wa-
ter thi®k and milky ; this i$ repeated fix or feven times
with frefh water, where it is again opened and {queezed,
till all the heterogeneous parts are wathed out, and then
the Flax-like parts are colie&ted, and laid in a Sieve to
dry.

Of his four {orts of Amsiantus, he found that from Cor.
fica beft, being long and foft; and the Cyprian worft ;
where by the way he doubts whether his was of the beft
fort, fince the Cyprian was commended by Pancirolus and
others which he quotes. -~ But to come more clofe to the
way of {pinning 1t, he firlt fhews a method difcovered to
him, which was thus. Lay the Amiantws, cleanfed as be-
forg, between two Cards, fuch as they card Wool with,
Fig. 4. & 5. where let it be gently carded, and then clape
up in between the Cards, fo that fome of it may hang out
at the fides,then lay the Cards falt upon aTable or Bench,
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fig. 6. ‘Take a fimall Recle, fig. 7 made with a linle
hook at the end, fig, 8. and a part to turn it by, fig. 9.
fo that it may eafily be turned round, this Reele 1s to be
wound over with fine Thread, then having a {mall veftl
of Oyl ready, fig. 10. with which the Fore-finger and
Thumb are conftantly to be kept wet, both to preferve the
Skin from the corrofive quality of the Stone, and render

the filaments thereof more f{oft and plyant: thusby twift-

ing the Thread upon the Recle about, with the Asbeffus

hanging out of the Cards, fome of it will bs worked up

together with it 5 by lictle and litde, this Thread may

with care be wovea iato a courfe forc of Cloath, and by

putting it into the Fire, the Thread and Oyl will bzburnt

away, and the incombaftible Cloath remain. But finding

this way of uniting the Stone with the Thread very tedi-

ous, inftead of the Thread he put fome Flax upon a Di-

fraff 5 and by taking 3 or 4 tilaments of the Asbeflus, and

mixing them with the Flax, he found they might eafily

be twilted together, and the Thread thus made much

more durable and ftrong: So that there is no need of

carding, which rather brzaks the filaments than does any

good ; open only and feparate the filamezats after wathing

upon a Table, and take them up with the Flax, whichis

fufficient. ~ As to the- making of Paper, he fays in the

wathing the Stone, there will remain feveral fhort pieces

in the bottom of the Water, and of thefe after the com-

mon method Paper may be made.

He concludes with the beft way of preferving  the
Cloath, er any other thing made of the Stone, when
made, for by reafon of its-exceeding drynefs it is very apt
to break and wafte; this is by keeping it always well
oyled, which is the only prefervative for it 3 and when
the Cloath is put in the Fire the Oyl burns off, and the
Cloath comes out white and purified.
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